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MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER

AThe people who wal ked in darkness ha
Isaiah 9:2

Just before Christmas 1941, at great personal risk and in total secrecy, Prime
Minister Winston Churchill crossed (a-Bbat infested) Atlantic by ship for meetings
with President Franklin Roosevelt. Churchill arrived in Washington, D.C. on Decembet 2&s two
weeks to the day since Congress had declared war on Japan, and America was still reeling from 1
devastating attacks on Pearl Harbor.

On Christmas Eve, from a balcony at the White House, the two great leaders addressed a crowd
20,000 gathe=d in the late afternoon. Millions more, around the nation and across the world, listened in vi
radio. After lighting the White House Christmas tree, first FDR and then Winston Churchill spoke word:
meant to encourage, to inspire, and to give permiséma sense, in the midst of so much uncertainty and
fear, for people to enjoy Christmas.

~

Al spend thiséfestival far from my country,
peopl e, Ayet | cannot treéefThisglliyg sagtraagel Chee
midst of war, raging and roaring over all the lands and seas, creeping near to our hearts and homes, h
amid all the tumult, we have tonight the peace of the spirit in each cottage home and in every generc
heart éHer e, t hen, for one ni g h-lighted islangd of happiress artd o n
peace. 0

In his book,In The Dark Streets ShinetRulitzer Prizewinning author David McCullough tells the
story of that Christmas Eve, and includesfthe | | t ext of each | eader ds c«
regular churckgoer than his British gue$tWi nst on Chur chi | | referred t
buttresso who s up p oautsideidnevertheless; theutwocwent fo miastogethiereon
Christmas morning. FDR was an Episcopalian, but that Christmas Day they attended Foundry Method
Church, because President Roosevelt thought Churchill would enjoy the hymn singing at Foundry.

He did. And that morning, they sangChristmas carol that Winston Churchill had never before

hear d: AO Little Town of Bet hl ehem. 0o The <ca
Phillips Brooks, was 73 years old but appaersent |
are familiar words that share imagery with Chur
streets shineth, the Everlasting Light. The ho

l'tds anci ent i ma ghe prgphetsiofraacigra isrgel, &smwellasnto theopeople of the
early Christian church. AThe people who wal ke
l i ght shines in the darkness and the darkness d

And so | pray, in this season of promise, amid the hopes and fears of all the years, amid our ov
uncertainties, transitions and challenges, that the light will triumph over whatever darkness threatens
envel op us. May e ac hlighotfe do uirs lhaomte so fb eh aipap ibmra sgsh t

Merry Christmas!

)
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SGD BNKNMH@K BGQHRSL@R ED@RS @S S
7 Brick School Drive
Redding, CT

The Innkeeper has established some ground rules for all who come to dine at
7:00 PM on Saturday, DecembeB

Muskets must be left on the porch, along with muddy boots
and any fresh kill acquired along the way.

Guests musfte abra nfidG o dotd skng (orappeaf to kze isiging)
the Christmas Carols. Any il licit Acorn r
5
strictly prohibited . . unless it's shared with other guests.

All venison or rabbit meat brought for consumption must have cora from a reputable
Asmoke house. 0 Squirrel I's discourag

Guests must have bathed in the last three days,
and are required to clean up after their horses.
Tobacco must be left on the porch with the muskets and grouchy spees.

Please call in your reservation to the Church Office (932004) and indicate whether you
will bring an appetizer, a main dish, a vegetable, a salad or a dessert.
(In order to ensure a reasonably balanced menu, the Inn Management reserves
the right to encourage guests toward one culinary direction or another.)

Dean and Jennifer Ahlberg
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DECEMBER hWADVENT BEGINS hy

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY : "Preaching Together: A Bible Study Discussion"
Sundays 9:0@:45AM, throughDecember 18.Join Jack Davidson for a Bible Study Discussion Series entitled
"Preaching Together." Each week we will read and discuss the scripture for that morning's sermon. No
preparation needed. Come once. Come every time. Come experiencgtheesand the sermon with
completely different ears.

DAILY ADVENT DEVOTIONALS by C. S. Lewis especially selected by Dr. Ahlberg, are
available in the narthex and in the lobby of the Sunday school. In whatever way you choose to spend your
fi g ui e this seasore we pray it witle filled with the love and peace of the Christ Child, in Advent and
in the coming year

DECK THE HALLS : TheHanging of the Greensill be SaturdayPecember 3rom 10:00 AM
until 1:00PM. This is the time we decorate our meetinghouse and fellowship hall for the Christmas season.
With so much to do in so little time (we plan to finish1b@0PM) all hands are appreciated, including
women, men, and teens (no small children please). Comeii 6d | i ke to help by hang
swags, climbing ladders, arranging greens, tying bows. Or come for the hot cider, coffee, doughnuts and the
fellowship. To volunteey call thechurch office a203-9382004.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT WORKSHOP: Pleaselan to join the Christian Education committee for
our annuatvorkshop during coffee hour @unday Decembe#. There will be the traditional activities for the
season and new ways to reach out to others beyond our own s@iiething for everyonéddvance sign up is
notrequired

DOVES PROJECT: We are very grateful for the generous response fronsangregatiorto the
170 requests we received from social services organizafibesgiftsare due back oBecembed. If you
have any questions, please call Suzanne Nolacr@lan@optonline.nedr the Church Office at 20338
2004.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGERS: Our childrenwill share their music with the congregation on
Sunday, December 18 and at the 3280service on Chstmas Eve. Children in K through Fourth grade will
gather during the first 15 minutes of Sunday school on December 4 and 11 and also Atvargi3€arsal on
December 18, to learn a song for Christmas.

HIGH SCHOOL/COLLEGE CHOIR _: Wh et her yauditdnmedyroup at school or just like
to belt it out in the shower, all Godoés CrRM tters g
service on Christmas Eve. Please contact Ken Shlgmahupp@optonline.netf youb6r e i nteres
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LIVE NATIVITY : The Christian Education committee invites you toAnnual Live Nativity on
Saturday, December 10 at 5:(@M (weather date is Sunday, December 11 at 5:00PM).

An Advent to Grieve and HOPE

A Communion Service of different kind for the mixed emotions of the Christmas Season

WednesdayDecember 14 at 7:30pm. Come experience a unique service created by new Associate Minister
Jack Davidson. As we nourish both our bodies and our souls with the Bread and the tGegekd and violin

heal your heartaches. Let the drums and guitar bring you back to life. Let the Word of God bring you back to
HOPE.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES

Saturday, December 24
5:00 PM Family Christmas Eve Service
Featuring our Children8hoir and a Senior High/College Choir.

7:30 PM Service of Carols and Ceremony of Lights
Featuring the Senior Choir, with guest instrumentalists.

11:00 PM Ceremony of Lights, Carols and Holy Communion
Featuring the Senior Choir, with guest instrumentalists

SUNDAY - CHRISTMAS DAY

10:00 AM Worship
There will be no Nursery or Sunday school on Christmas morning.
Children arewvelcome to attend worship with their families.

SUNDAYINEW YEARGS DAY
10:00 AM Worship & Holy Communion

There will be a special OriRoom Sunday school for Rkethrough 4' Grade.
There will be no Nursery.
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ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS & PARENTS OF COLLEGE STUDENTS : Recruiting for
College SundaySunday January8. We are seeking college students to participate in our annual tradition of
College Sunday, which will be celebrated on Sundaguary8. Our collegeage members lead worship on that
day. We need volunteers: to preach, to lead prayers, to receive tlegoiberto usher and greet people. This
service is treasured by our congregation and by those who participate. We ask that parents of college students
please invite their college children to contact Dean at Dean@FirstChurchRedding.org if they would like to
participate.

EPIPHANY SUNDAY

We will observeEpiphany Sunday odanuaryg, 2012 with a White Gift Service. This is a time to remember
gifts the Magi brought the Christ Child by bringing our own gifts. We invite each child and family to bring
nonperishake food items, from the selected list below, wrapped in white paper. These will be brought to the
front of the church during the worship service. Items collected will be donated to the Redding Food Pantry.
After the holidays, and as winter settles in, foequirements do become critical. Thank you.

Suggestions: soup, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, spaghetti sauce (no pasta currently needed), coffee, tea, and
hot chocolate. Currently, there is no need for canned veget®idessk that you give generoysd help
others who are in need and thank you for your support

New
Photo
irectory

The time has come to print a new pictorial directory! We have contracted with LifeTouch;kamnauet
company that produces color directories for churches and schools. The dates when the photographers will be
taking the photos here at chuiichfellowship hallare as follows:

Thursday, January 5 2:30 PMi 8:40 PM
Friday, January 6 2:30 PMi 8:40 PM
Saturday, January 7 10:00 AM7 4:40 PM

To make an appointment for your photo, please go to the church wehsitevatirstChurchRedding.org
cickiRUpcoming Eventso and click t héandddb. dheojustfgi@wi nt me
the instructions.Or, if you preferyou maysign up in fellowship hall on Sundssifter Worship. If you

know thd you will be out of town on #January dates, we can give you information about locations where
LifeTouch will be photographing for other organizations. They will magessible for you tonake an

appointmento have your photo sittingt another lod#on.

When you arrive for your appointment, you will have an opportunity to review your address, email and
phone contact data so we can be sure the information is the most current for you.

The directories will be providet us at no cost. If you choose purchase photos, you will be able to place
orders with LifeTouch. If you bring a donation of food for the Redding Food Pantry when you come for
your photo sitting, LifeTouch will give you a $5.00 discount on your photo order.
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NOTES FROM NIKKI

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
Isaiah 11:2

In that region there were shepherds living in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood befe them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, 6 D 6 | amdotinginy ou good news af, gredt oy for allehe people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour whdhe Messiah, the Lord.

Luke 2: 811

This is the time of year when our children are learning about the coming of the Christ Child into the world and
into their hearts. The promise of his coming in Isaiah and the news of his coming from the angsltadhthe
shepherds both hold great hope. As you know, hope is the Sunday school theme for this year. During the past few
weeks the children have been filling out a slip of
placed them in theircle of hope wreath that was in the lobby. All were invited to add to the circle of hope and
our wreath soon became full with prayers of hope. | share with you the great hope living in the hearts of this
congregatiori of all ages! Here are the prayershafpe that the children and the members of our congregation
have lifted up:

My prayer of hope is:
it hat | wonét get sick on my birthday
fieveryone to have a loving family
fithat | will live for a long timé
fito keep my family safe
fiend bullying
fithere & no pollushed
fihomeless have honies
fimy best friend to have a healthy, safedife
fil have a good wif@é
fito make the earth more lovidg
fithat my dog will live for a few more years
iGodds blessing for health for all peopl e
idondtd bul |y
fia cure forcanceo
fito not be polluted
fito end world hungér
fieveryone to treat each other with kindness and raspect
fifor peace in the worfu

In this season of Advent and Christmas may we cont.i
such as the oneflected in the final stanza of this beloved hymn:

O Come, O Come, Emmantueel

O come Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife and quarrels cease,
fill the whole world with heavenédés p

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, sdil come to thee, O Israel!

WORDS: Latin: c. 8 century; sts.1,2, tr. John M. Neale, 1851:sts. 3, 4, tr. Henry S. Coffin, 1916
MUSIC: French Melody, 15 century, arr. Harm. Thomas Helmore, 1854
Hymns of Truth and Light (#114)

Merry Christmas,

Nikki
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THE NURSERY IS OPEN _(for infants through 3 year olds) and is often the first welcome that a new family receives
upon arrival at FCCQt is a room that is full of joy and laughter! It provides a safe and caring environment for our

little ones so parents can worship. We staff it with weekly volunteers that include adults of all ages. We encourage th
parents of Nursery children to volest in support of one another, get better acquainted with other families, and make
new friends for their childrenWe need to have two adult volunteers every week with our children. There isupsign
sheet ora clip board in the fellowship hall or contadikki Foster; Nikki@FirstChurchRedding.org Thank you for

your help!

N

SPOTLIGHT ON STEWARDSHIP : We encourage families tmntinue thaliscus®n aboutwhat giving to the

church means to yoas parents and decide, as a family, what financial offering your child will bring. Please help
your child/children create a pattern of giving by using the Stewardship envelope they weeagdieen the

year.If your child needs an envelope, pleasetask teacher or see Nikki Foster and we will provide one for
them. Giving is a way of thanking God for all our blessinhgjse Christian Educatiocommittee thanks you for

your support in creating this sacred routine for our children each and everySunda

( NI 1 DS

REDDING FOOD PANTRY item for the month obecembewill be laundry productsn the spirit of our ongoing
Outreach, weodll continue to contribute toofthche Reddi
Sunday school buildindgeliveries are made to the pantry as neetlbd.donations are distributed to Redding

families in need.Thank you for youcontinued support of this mission project of the Surstépol
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Middle School Youth Group Happenings!

Dec 16th - Monthly Meeting - Fellowship Hall - Holiday Party and Potluck
Jan 6th - Monthly Meeting - Fellowship Hall -7-9 pm

January 21st - Outing to Yale Bulldog Ice Hockey Game

February 10th - MSYG Meeting - 7-9 pm Fellowship Hall

X X X X

HIGH CCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

December 4 HINBOWLING NIGHT!!
Immediate RSVP & Permission Slip Required
Email Jack@FirstChurchRedding.org
Meet at church at 5:00 PM
Pick up at church at 8:30 PM

December 10 Live Nativity 5:00 PM

December 11  Snow Datei Live Nativity 5:00 PM
I f It doesndt sno@di700RMdgul ar gath

December 18 !ICHRISTMAS PARTY!!!!
Come party it up at the parsonage. The evening will be
complete with music,dinner, games and a Yankee Swap.
More details to come. RSVP needei
Jack@FirstChurchRedding.org

December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE
High School/College Choir at 500 PM Service
Rehearsal time TBD
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MEDITATION AND MEMORIAL _GARDEN: Considera gift from the Memorial Garden for the holidays! Many

plants are available for you to purchase and dedicate to a loved one. There are also stepping stones available for
engraving. These are wonderful ways to make a lasting tribute. And, of course, we always welcome inquiries about
interment and scattering of ashésull information is on the church website at
http://www.firstchurchredding.org/memgardn.html

Also, look for our display ifiellowshiphall or speak to any committee member: George Atkinson,

Terry Flagg, Mary Lucci, Sandy Rice, Luann Stoner

I,
D’l

G
OPEN
CLUB

OPEN BOOK CLUB : We will be meetingat 7:30PM on Decembe®1in fellowshiphall to share our
individual choices from the many Wendell Berry books available in the Mark Twain LibGetthere early for the
best choice We will also continue our tradition of a Christmas cookie swap that nifjaach participant will bring
threedozen homemade (or purchasemtipkies to shareve can contribute to the yearly accent of our hypoglycemic
indices to holiday height®lease=mail Susan Emerson atisancemerson@yahoo.comith any questions.

OCTETS: A great wayto get to know each other better!For those who may be newer members and
unfamiliar with Octets, it is a quarterly soci al eV
organizer. The coordinator sends a notice to an assignedittostlist of three couples or individuals. The host
contacts these church membansl they decide on a mutually agreeable date. The host of the Octet prepares the mair
dish, and guests are instructed to bring an appetizer, a salad or a dessartwdhiderful way to meet and get to know
members of the church in a comfortable atmosphere. Everyone in Octets serves as the host every 18 to 24 months.
The Octet groups are posted on the bulletin board in fellowship hall. New members are invitedtet andomay
request to be added to the list to join on a regular basis if they wish. GawtiMcAdam is the coordinator. If you
have questions please contact hesh@bod@optonline.net

FROM THE ASSISTANT TREASURER: If you would like to know the status of your 2011 pledge before
the end of the year, please contact Pam Millgaatmom86@hotmail.com
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CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL MUSIC

To enhance the celebration of our Christmas worship services, we invite members of the congregation to make
donations to pay for the guest musicians participating in our Christmas Eve services.

For your donation to be given asr@morial, please indicate to whom it is "in memory of" or "dedicated to"

for appropriate recognition in our bulletirLEASE PRINTall information!

The ordering deadline is Sundalpecember 5. Unfortunately, there can be no late registrations accepted.

Checks should be made payable to "The First Church of Christ Congregational” with a notation indicating
"Christmas Memorial Music". Place this $iocm bhoxl yolL
which will be available in the narthemtil December % or give/send to Bill Darrin, Chairperson of the Music
Committee. If you have questions, pleasentactBill at billdarrin@charter.net

IN MEMORY OF/DEDICATED TO CONTRIBUTION

ORDERED BY TOTAL AMT $

PHONE # PAID BY: CASH/CHECK
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER/REGISTRATION FORM

To enhance the beauty and celebration of our Christmas Eve Services, members of the congregation are
invited to purchase poinsettias for use in our church during the days of Christmas (you may then take them
home). Order/registration forms available in tla@thexuntil December 15. You may order White, Pink or

Red. The cost of each plant is $14.9Me absolute ordering deadline Becember 5. Unfortunately, we

cannot accept any late registrations. If you require more information, please contactuippig 2818938
9483).

For each poinsettia plant you order, please indicat
too for appropri at e PLEASE RPRtNMall information!iChecke should beuradee t i n s .
payable to ATlhe PWament®i Guiflodm and your payment in

will be available in the narthex unfilecember 5.

Choose your color: PINK- WHITE - or RED

QUANTITY COLOR IN MEMORY OF/DEDICATED TO COST ($14.50 Ea)

ORDERED BY. TOTAL AMT: $

PHONE NUMBER: PAID BY: CASH/CHECK




THE CHURCH AT THE CENTER...

December 2011 Pagel3

Sunday Flowers

The Womends Guild welcomes the contribution
celebrate an occasion or to remember a loved one. The arrangements are $45.00 apiece, which
does not include the basket or the urn. fitneer calendais being planned fahe next several
months. If youwould like to give flowers, pleasamailLois Shupp, Flower Committee Chai
atleshupp@optonline.ng®lease indicate any preference regarding flower color gpe.We

can accommodate 3 baskets or 2 urns.

FLOWER ORDER/REGISTRATION FORM

For each order, pl ease indicate to whom it i s Ai n m
bulletins. PLEASE PRINT all information! Make checks paypbe t o fiThe Women's Gui l
accompany the order. Pl ace this form and payment i n

mail them to the church office at P.O. Box 1055, Redding Center, CT 06895

Cost ($45.00)

Date In Memory Of/Dedicated To/In Honor Of
Ordered by: Total Cost:
Telephone Number: Paid by: Casilieck
Milestones
Baptism

November 20, 2011
JulienRobertStrong

Memorial Services

November 4, 2011
Russel Leslie Uphoff
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SAVIOR
OBNAMENT

This Christmas, celebrate Jesus’
birthday by making this keepsake
ornament.

What you need:
» Wooden clothespin with
round end
* Black permanent marker

» White cloth or felt

* Small wooden star
(available at craft stores)

* Yellow paint

¢ Paintbrush

* Gold glitter (optional)

* Glue gun (and an adult)

¢ Straw-colored raffia

* Palm-size wicker wreath
(available at craft stores)

* Ribbon

What you do:

1. On the clothespin’s round
knob, draw two dots for
eyes.

2. Wrap the white cloth
around the clothespin,
like a swaddled baby.

3. Paint the star yellow;
add glitter, if desired.

4. With the glue gun and
adult supervision, glue the
raffia to the bottom inside
of the wreath. Then glue
the swaddled clothespin
atop the raffia and glue the
gold star atop the wreath.

5. Tie a ribbon around the
top, near the star.

6. Hang the ornament on
your Christmas tree or
tie it on a gift.

Pageld

Prophets told of Jesus’ birth hundreds of years before it
happened. Never had a baby’s arrival come with such a promise.

Directions: To read what one prophet (Micah 5:4, NIV} said about Jesus, complete the
math problems below. Then fill in the words, using the math solutions as your guide.

HHe
in the of the .... And they
13 4 1" 24
, for then
18 16 14 [}
to the of
3 12 25 7

MIiICcAH §5:4, N1V

AIN “F:G JedT |, '}Tea U] JO Spus ay)
0] UoeaL [[Lam ssageard STy LUy} 104 AJIndos A1) [[Im A puy T pao]
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