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MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER  

 
ñThe people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.ò 

Isaiah 9:2 

 

 Just before Christmas 1941, at great personal risk and in total secrecy, Prime 

Minister Winston Churchill crossed (a U-Boat infested) Atlantic by ship for meetings 

with President Franklin Roosevelt.  Churchill arrived in Washington, D.C. on December 22.  It was two 

weeks to the day since Congress had declared war on Japan, and America was still reeling from the 

devastating attacks on Pearl Harbor.   

 On Christmas Eve, from a balcony at the White House, the two great leaders addressed a crowd of 

20,000 gathered in the late afternoon.  Millions more, around the nation and across the world, listened in via 

radio.  After lighting the White House Christmas tree, first FDR and then Winston Churchill spoke words 

meant to encourage, to inspire, and to give permission, in a sense, in the midst of so much uncertainty and 

fear, for people to enjoy Christmas.   

 ñI spend thiséfestival far from my country, far from my family,ò Churchill told a hushed throng of 

people, ñyet I cannot truthfully say that I feel far from homeéThis is a strange Christmas EveéHere, in the 

midst of war, raging and roaring over all the lands and seas, creeping near to our hearts and homes, here, 

amid all the tumult, we have tonight the peace of the spirit in each cottage home and in every generous 

heartéHere, then, for one night only, each homeéshould be a brightly-lighted island of happiness and 

peace.ò 

 In his book, In The Dark Streets Shineth, Pulitzer Prize-winning author David McCullough tells the 

story of that Christmas Eve, and includes the full text of each leaderôs comments.  Though FDR was a more 

regular church-goer than his British guest ï Winston Churchill referred to himself, itôs said, as a ñflying 

buttressò who supported the church from the outside ï nevertheless, the two went to worship together on 

Christmas morning.  FDR was an Episcopalian, but that Christmas Day they attended Foundry Methodist 

Church, because President Roosevelt thought Churchill would enjoy the hymn singing at Foundry.   

 He did.  And that morning, they sang a Christmas carol that Winston Churchill had never before 

heard:  ñO Little Town of Bethlehem.ò  The carol, written in 1868 by an American clergyman named 

Phillips Brooks, was 73 years old but apparently hadnôt yet become popular in England.   In the first verse 

are familiar words that share imagery with Churchillôs Christmas Eve message to America.  ñYet in thy dark 

streets shineth, the Everlasting Light.  The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.ò 

 Itôs ancient imagery; imagery known to the prophets of ancient Israel, as well as to the people of the 

early Christian church.  ñThe people who walked in darkness have seen a great light,ò says Isaiah.  ñThe 

light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it,ò proclaims John. 

 And so I pray, in this season of promise, amid the hopes and fears of all the years, amid our own 

uncertainties, transitions and challenges, that the light will triumph over whatever darkness threatens to 

envelop us.  May each of our homes be ña brightly-lighted island of happiness and peace.ò 

       Merry Christmas!  
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PERSPECTIVES 

ñChristmas is the time to let your heart do the thinking.ò   
Patricia Clafford 
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SGD BNKNMH@K BGQHRSL@R ED@RS @S SGD @GKADQFƍR 

7 Brick School Drive 

Redding, CT 

 

The Innkeeper has established some ground rules for all who come to dine at  

7:00 PM on Saturday, December 3 

 

Muskets must be left on the porch, along with muddy boots  

and any fresh kill acquired along the way. 

 

Guests must be ñGod-fearinô folkò unafraid to sing (or appear to be singing) 

 the Christmas Carols. Any illicit ñcorn mashò, ñdevil's brewò or any other such libation 

is  

strictly prohibited  . . unless it's shared with other guests. 

 

All venison or rabbit meat brought for consumption must have come from a reputable 

ñsmoke house.ò  Squirrel is discouraged, as is possum and skunk meat. 

 

Guests must have bathed in the last three days,  

and are required to clean up after their horses. 

 Tobacco must be left on the porch with the muskets and grouchy spouses. 

 

Please call in your reservation to the Church Office (938-2004) and indicate whether you 

will bring an appetizer, a main dish, a vegetable, a salad or a dessert.  

(In order to ensure a reasonably balanced menu, the Inn Management reserves 

 the right to encourage guests toward one culinary direction or another.) 

 

Dean and Jennifer Ahlberg 
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DECEMBERƕADVENT BEGINS ƕ 

 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY :   "Preaching Together: A Bible Study Discussion" 

Sundays 9:00-9:45AM , through December 18.  Join Jack Davidson for a Bible Study Discussion Series entitled 

"Preaching Together."  Each week we will read and discuss the scripture for that morning's sermon.  No 

preparation needed.  Come once.  Come every time.  Come experience the scripture and the sermon with 

completely different ears.   

DAILY ADVENT DEVOTIONALS  by C. S. Lewis, especially selected by Dr. Ahlberg, are 

available in the narthex and in the lobby of the Sunday school.  In whatever way you choose to spend your 

ñquiet timeò this season, we pray it will be filled with the love and peace of the Christ Child, in Advent and 

in the coming year. 

DECK THE HALLS : The Hanging of the Greens will be Saturday, December 3 from 10:00 AM 

until 1:00 PM. This is the time we decorate our meetinghouse and fellowship hall for the Christmas season. 

With so much to do in so little time (we plan to finish by 1:00 PM) all hands are appreciated, including 

women, men, and teens (no small children please). Come if youôd like to help by hanging roping, making 

swags, climbing ladders, arranging greens, tying bows. Or come for the hot cider, coffee, doughnuts and the 

fellowship. To volunteer, call the church office at 203-938-2004. 

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT  WORKSHOP:  Please plan to join the Christian Education committee for 

our annual workshop during coffee hour on Sunday, December 4. There will be the traditional activities for the 

season and new ways to reach out to others beyond our own walls - something for everyone. Advance sign up is 

not required. 

DOVES PROJECT: We are very grateful for the generous response from our congregation to the 

170 requests we received from social services organizations. The gifts are due back on December 4.  If you 

have any questions, please call Suzanne Nolan at scnolan@optonline.net  or the Church Office at 203-938-

2004. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGERS:  Our children will share their music with the congregation on 

Sunday, December 18 and at the 5:00 PM service on Christmas Eve.  Children in K through Fourth grade will 

gather during the first 15 minutes of Sunday school on December 4 and 11 and also at a 9:30 AM  rehearsal on 

December 18, to learn a song for Christmas. 

HIGH SCHOOL/COLLEGE CHOIR :  Whether youôre in an auditioned group at school or just like 

to belt it out in the shower, all Godôs Critters got a place in our High School/College choir at the 5:00 PM 

service on Christmas Eve.  Please contact Ken Shupp at kenshupp@optonline.net if youôre interested. 
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LIVE NATIVITY : The Christian Education committee invites you to our Annual Live Nativity  on 

Saturday, December 10 at 5:00 PM (weather date is Sunday, December 11 at 5:00PM).   

 

An Advent to Grieve and HOPE 

A Communion Service of a different kind for the mixed emotions of the Christmas Season. 

Wednesday, December 14 at 7:30pm. Come experience a unique service created by new Associate Minister 

Jack Davidson. As we nourish both our bodies and our souls with the Bread and the Cup, let the cello and violin 

heal your heartaches. Let the drums and guitar bring you back to life. Let the Word of God bring you back to 

HOPE. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES 

Saturday, December 24 

5:00 PM Family Christmas Eve Service 

Featuring our Children's Choir and a Senior High/College Choir. 

7:30 PM Service of Carols and Ceremony of Lights 

Featuring the Senior Choir, with guest instrumentalists.  

11:00 PM Ceremony of Lights, Carols and Holy Communion 

Featuring the Senior Choir, with guest instrumentalists. 

SUNDAY - CHRISTMAS DAY  

10:00 AM Worship 

There will be no Nursery or Sunday school on Christmas morning.  

 Children are welcome to attend worship with their families. 

SUNDAY ï NEW YEARôS DAY 

10:00 AM Worship & Holy Communion 

There will be a special One Room Sunday school for Pre-K through 4
th
 Grade.  

There will be no Nursery. 
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ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS &  PARENTS OF COLLEGE STUDENTS : Recruiting for 

College Sunday, Sunday January 8. We are seeking college students to participate in our annual tradition of 

College Sunday, which will be celebrated on Sunday, January 8. Our college-age members lead worship on that 

day. We need volunteers: to preach, to lead prayers, to receive the offering, or to usher and greet people. This 

service is treasured by our congregation and by those who participate. We ask that parents of college students 

please invite their college children to contact Dean at Dean@FirstChurchRedding.org if they would like to 

participate. 
 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY  

We will observe Epiphany Sunday on January 8, 2012 with a White Gift Service. This is a time to remember 

gifts the Magi brought the Christ Child by bringing our own gifts. We invite each child and family to bring 

non-perishable food items, from the selected list below, wrapped in white paper. These will be brought to the 

front of the church during the worship service. Items collected will be donated to the Redding Food Pantry. 

After the holidays, and as winter settles in, food requirements do become critical. Thank you.  

Suggestions: soup, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, spaghetti sauce (no pasta currently needed), coffee, tea, and 

hot chocolate. Currently, there is no need for canned vegetables. We ask that you give generously to help 

others who are in need and thank you for your support 

 

 

 
 

 

The time has come to print a new pictorial directory!  We have contracted with LifeTouch, a well-known 

company that produces color directories for churches and schools.  The dates when the photographers will be 

taking the photos here at church in fellowship hall are as follows: 

Thursday, January 5   2:30 PM ï 8:40 PM 

Friday, January 6   2:30 PM ï 8:40 PM 

Saturday, January 7   10:00 AM ï4:40 PM 

To make an appointment for your photo, please go to the church website at www.FirstChurchRedding.org, 

click ñUpcoming Eventsò and click the ñPhoto Appointmentò graphic on the left-hand side. Then just follow 

the instructions.  Or, if you prefer, you may sign up in fellowship hall on Sundays after Worship.  If you 

know that you will be out of town on the January dates, we can give you information about locations where 

LifeTouch will be photographing for other organizations.  They will make it possible for you to make an 

appointment to have your photo sitting at another location. 

When you arrive for your appointment, you will have an opportunity to review your address, email and 

phone contact data so we can be sure the information is the most current for you. 

The directories will be provided to us at no cost.  If you choose to purchase photos, you will be able to place 

orders with LifeTouch.  If you bring a donation of food for the Redding Food Pantry when you come for 

your photo sitting, LifeTouch will give you a $5.00 discount on your photo order. 

 

http://www.firstchurchredding.org/
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NOTES FROM NIKKI  
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

Isaiah 11:2 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night. Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 

said to them, óDo not be afraid; for see ï I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

 Luke 2: 8-11 
 

This is the time of year when our children are learning about the coming of the Christ Child into the world and 

into their hearts.  The promise of his coming in Isaiah and the news of his coming from the angel who visited the 

shepherds both hold great hope. As you know, hope is the Sunday school theme for this year. During the past few 

weeks the children have been filling out a slip of paper that says: My prayer of hope isé... when filled in they 

placed them in the circle of hope wreath that was in the lobby. All were invited to add to the circle of hope and 

our wreath soon became full with prayers of hope. I share with you the great hope living in the hearts of this 

congregation ï of all ages! Here are the prayers of hope that the children and the members of our congregation 

have lifted up: 
 

My prayer of hope is: 

ñthat I wonôt get sick on my birthdayò 

ñeveryone to have a loving familyò 

ñthat I will live for a long timeò 

ñto keep my family safeò 

ñend bullyingò 

ñthere is no pollushenò 

ñhomeless have homesò 

ñmy best friend to have a healthy, safe lifeò 

ñI have a good wifeò 

ñto make the earth more lovingò 

ñthat my dog will live for a few more yearsò 

ñGodôs blessing for health for all peopleò 

ñdonôt bullyò 

ña cure for cancerò 

ñto not be pollutedò 

ñto end world hungerò 

ñeveryone to treat each other with kindness and respectò 

ñfor peace in the worldò 
 

In this season of Advent and Christmas may we continue to seek the Christ Child and offer prayers of hopeé 

such as the one reflected in the final stanza of this beloved hymn: 
 

ñO Come, O Come, Emmanuelò 

O come Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 

bid envy, strife and quarrels cease, 

fill the whole world with heavenôs peace, 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel! 

WORDS: Latin: c. 9th century; sts.1,2, tr. John M. Neale, 1851:sts. 3, 4, tr. Henry S. Coffin, 1916 

MUSIC: French Melody, 15 century, arr. Harm. Thomas Helmore, 1854 

Hymns of Truth and Light (#114) 
 

Merry Christmas,  

Nikki  
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THE NURSERY IS OPEN  (for infants through 3 year olds) and is often the first welcome that a new family receives 

upon arrival at FCCC. It is a room that is full of joy and laughter! It provides a safe and caring environment for our 

little ones so parents can worship. We staff it with weekly volunteers that include adults of all ages. We encourage the 

parents of Nursery children to volunteer in support of one another, get better acquainted with other families, and make 

new friends for their children.  We need to have two adult volunteers every week with our children. There is a sign-up 

sheet on a clip board in the fellowship hall or contact Nikki Foster;  Nikki@FirstChurchRedding.org .  Thank you for 

your help! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON STEWARDSHIP :  We encourage families to continue the discussion about what giving to the 

church means to you as parents and decide, as a family, what financial offering your child will bring. Please help 

your child/children create a pattern of giving by using the Stewardship envelope they were given earlier in the 

year. If your child needs an envelope, please ask their teacher or see Nikki Foster and we will provide one for 

them. Giving is a way of thanking God for all our blessings ï the Christian Education committee thanks you for 

your support in creating this sacred routine for our children each and every Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REDDING FOOD PANTRY  item for the month of December will be laundry products. In the spirit of our ongoing 

Outreach, weôll continue to contribute to the Redding Food Pantry. The collection box is in the lobby of the 

Sunday school building. Deliveries are made to the pantry as needed. The donations are distributed to Redding 

families in need.  Thank you for your continued support of this mission project of the Sunday school. 

 
 

 

mailto:Nikki@FirstChurchRedding.org
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Middle School Youth Group Happenings!  

× Dec 16th - Monthly Meeting -  Fellowship Hall - Holiday Party and Potluck  
× Jan 6th  - Monthly Meeting  - Fellowship Hall - 7-9 pm  
× January 21st -  Outing to Yale Bulldog Ice Hockey Game  
× February 10th - MSYG Meeting - 7-9 pm  Fellowship  Hall  

 

December 4 !!!!!!BOWLING NIGHT!!!!!  

   Immediate RSVP & Permission Slip Required 

   Email Jack@FirstChurchRedding.org 

   Meet at church at 5:00 PM 

   Pick up at church at 8:30 PM 

 

December 10 Live Nativity 5:00 PM 

    

December 11 Snow Date ï Live Nativity 5:00 PM 

   If it doesnôt snow.  Regular gathering 5:00 ï 7:00 PM 

 

December 18 !!!!!CHRISTMAS PARTY!!!!!  

   Come party it up at the parsonage.  The evening will be  

   complete with music, dinner, games and a Yankee Swap. 

More details to come.  RSVP needed to 

Jack@FirstChurchRedding.org 

 

December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE  

   High School/College Choir at 5:00 PM Service 

   Rehearsal time TBD 
 

 
 

  

mailto:Jack@FirstChurchRedding.org
mailto:Jack@FirstChurchRedding.org
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MEDITATION AND MEMORIAL GARDEN:  Consider a gift from the Memorial Garden for the holidays!  Many 

plants are available for you to purchase and dedicate to a loved one.  There are also stepping stones available for 

engraving.  These are wonderful ways to make a lasting tribute.  And, of course, we always welcome inquiries about 

interment and scattering of ashes.  Full information is on the church website at 

http://www.firstchurchredding.org/memgardn.html. 

Also, look for our display in fellowship hall or speak to any committee member: George Atkinson,  

Terry Flagg, Mary Lucci, Sandy Rice, Luann Stoner 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPEN BOOK CLUB :  We will be meeting at 7:30 PM on December 21 in fellowship hall to share our 

individual choices from the many Wendell Berry books available in the Mark Twain Library.  Get there early for the 

best choice.  We will also continue our tradition of a Christmas cookie swap that night.  If each participant will bring 

three dozen homemade (or purchased!) cookies to share, we can contribute to the yearly accent of our hypoglycemic 

indices to holiday heights! Please email Susan Emerson at susancemerson@yahoo.com  with any questions.  
 

 
 

OCTETS:  A great way to get to know each other better!  For those who may be newer members and 

unfamiliar with Octets, it is a quarterly social evening in a memberôs home, usually a dinner, coordinated by a church 

organizer.  The coordinator sends a notice to an assigned host with a list of three couples or individuals.  The host 

contacts these church members and they decide on a mutually agreeable date.  The host of the Octet prepares the main 

dish, and guests are instructed to bring an appetizer, a salad or a dessert.  It is a wonderful way to meet and get to know 

members of the church in a comfortable atmosphere.  Everyone in Octets serves as the host every 18 to 24 months.  

The Octet groups are posted on the bulletin board in fellowship hall.  New members are invited to an Octet and may 

request to be added to the list to join on a regular basis if they wish.  Candy Wood McAdam is the coordinator.  If you 

have questions please contact her at clwood@optonline.net .  

 

FROM THE ASSISTAN T TREASURER:  If you would like to know the status of your 2011 pledge before 

the end of the year, please contact Pam Miller at pammom86@hotmail.com. 

 

 

  

http://www.firstchurchredding.org/memgardn.html
mailto:susancemerson@yahoo.com
mailto:clwood@optonline.net
mailto:pammom86@hotmail.com


 
December 2010 Page 11 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL MUSIC  

 
To enhance the celebration of our Christmas worship services, we invite members of the congregation to make 

donations to pay for the guest musicians participating in our Christmas Eve services. 

 

For your donation to be given as a memorial, please indicate to whom it is "in memory of" or "dedicated to" 

for appropriate recognition in our bulletins. PLEASE PRINT all information!  

The ordering deadline is Sunday, December 15.  Unfortunately, there can be no late registrations accepted. 

Checks should be made payable to "The First Church of Christ Congregational" with a notation indicating 

"Christmas Memorial Music". Place this form and your payment in the ñChristmas Memorial Musicò box 

which will be available in the narthex until December 15 or give/send to Bill Darrin, Chairperson of the Music 

Committee.  If you have questions, please contact Bill at billdarrin@charter.net . 

 

IN MEMORY OF/DEDICATED TO  CONTRIBUTION  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

ORDERED BY______________________                         TOTAL AMT $______________ 

 

PHONE # _________________________                          PAID BY: CASH/CHECK  ____ 

 

 

 

  

mailto:billdarrin@charter.net
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER/REGISTRATION FORM  

 

To enhance the beauty and celebration of our Christmas Eve Services, members of the congregation are 

invited to purchase poinsettias for use in our church during the days of Christmas (you may then take them 

home). Order/registration forms available in the narthex until December 15. You may order White, Pink or 

Red. The cost of each plant is $14.50. The absolute ordering deadline is December 15.  Unfortunately, we 

cannot accept any late registrations.  If you require more information, please contact Lois Shupp (203-938-

9483). 

 

For each poinsettia plant you order, please indicate to whom the plant is ñin memory ofò or ñdedicated 

toò for appropriate recognition in our bulletins. PLEASE PRINT all information! Checks should be made 

payable to ñThe Women's Guild.ò Place this form and your payment in the ñPoinsettia Basketò which 

will be available in the narthex until December 15. 

 

Choose your color: PINK - WHITE - or RED 

 

 QUANTITY    COLOR           IN MEMORY OF/DEDICATED TO       COST ($14.50 Ea.) 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

ORDERED BY:                                                        TOTAL AMT: $  _________ 
 

PHONE NUMBER:                                                   PAID BY:  CASH / CHECK  _______  
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Sunday Flowers 
The Womenôs Guild welcomes the contribution of flowers for use in church on Sundays, to 

celebrate an occasion or to remember a loved one. The arrangements are $45.00 apiece, which 

does not include the basket or the urn. The flower calendar is being planned for the next several 

months. If you would like to give flowers, please email Lois Shupp, Flower Committee Chair, 

at leshupp@optonline.net. Please indicate any preference regarding flower color and type. We 

can accommodate 3 baskets or 2 urns.  

 

FLOWER ORDER/REGISTRATION FORM  

For each order, please indicate to whom it is ñin memory ofò or ñdedicated toò or ñin honor ofò for recognition in our 

bulletins. PLEASE PRINT all information! Make checks payable to ñThe Women's Guildò. Payments must 

accompany the order. Place this form and payment in the ñFlower Basketò available in the narthex on Sundays, or 

mail them to the church office at P.O. Box 1055, Redding Center, CT 06895. 

 

Cost ($45.00) 

Date _________ In Memory Of/Dedicated To/In Honor Of 

_________   ___________________________________________________________________ 

_________    ___________________________________________________________________ 

Ordered by: _____________________________________________________Total Cost:______ 

Telephone Number: _________________________________________________Paid by: Cash /Check 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milestones 
 

Baptism 

November 20, 2011 

Julien Robert Strong 

 

Memorial Services 

November 4, 2011 

Russel Leslie Uphoff 

mailto:leshupp@optonline.net
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