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MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER

“ .they set out ; and there, ahead of t hem,
at its rising, unt il it stopped over the
Matthew 2:9
One of the most enjoyable and interestin
Tales of Wonder: Adventures Chasing the Divine. The book"s an autobiograph)
Unofficially referred to asel ogiromounHuygtaen “8mianh olffie

career as a professor of religion at such places as Washington University in St. Louis, Syracuse University, MIT and

the University of California at Berkagbeyi es Somei of ¢
Wi sdom of Faith with Huston Smit h,h’e bBNoad dc, amdiRsdhea ogki
classic in its field.

Professor Smith was born in China, in 1919, a son of Methodist missionary parents. The remote, rural village in
which he spent his childhood, a place called Dzang Zok, had no cars, no radios, no phones, no conveniences of any
kind. Yet in this same small town, five religions flourished: Christianity, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism and a local
folk religion. Thus began an amazing, lifel ong j our ney, Huston Smith*"s adve
of discovery, of interfaith exposure, understanding and compassion.

At the age of ninety, after 65 years of marriage and maintaining a home with his wife, Kendra, Huston Smith
moved into a room at an assisted living residence. It was a tough transition. And it took a few days, but he adjusted.
The words of Huston Smith:

“.ninety, I di scover, i s a maintendnceananeMr.iLio, has justaldftimy g 1
room, and how coincidental: he grew up in China near where | grew up! We have wonderful conversations, in
Chinese... People go to nursing homes, Il “ve hikesaemsito i t
cheer people up..Mentally I take a census of the ot
how | might i mprove his or her day..l enjoy my fello
spoof-co mment ari es about what"“s happening here And |
if it“"s only moving a chair from the path of an onc

not , i t“ s getefd. rTheway singsets. séng of senal Igrace notes. In the bathroom or the elevator |

r
hi sper under my breat hsthiryGode Yyou faorded ysadoi gnesd at @ al
ood to me. " Af t er achinglarid fvréingj ofrievestigating, sldiberatipgj and gohilaophizingt e

f heaping qualification wupon qu albldasdf Wander pil84181, 110)o w s i

And, | might add, how beautiful. As we make our way through this Epiphany season, like Wise Men and Wise

Wo me n , may we too set our course by a star that | ea

unfamiliar places, to epiphanies of divinity in the midst of humble humanity. May we offer our gifts. And wherever

we are, may we | isten with care, as each new day *“s
Happy New Year!

D
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‘| was reading about eternity on the
[nternet and accidentally hit enter”

The Steeple
Published Monthly by
The First Church of Christ, Congregational
Affiliated with the United Church of Christ

Sunday Morning Services
Worship Service —10:00 AM
Sunday School —10:00 AM

Church Staff
The Rev. Dr. Dean C. Ahlberg, Sr. Minister
Jack Davidson, Associate Minister
Mark Cherry, Director of Music
Nikki Foster, Director of
Children®s Mini
Jane McKee, Church Office Administrator
Terry Tatta, Sexton

Church Office Hours
Mon. through Fri. 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM
Telephone: 203-938-2004 or FAX: 203-938-4112
Email: Main@FirstChurchRedding.org
Website: www.FirstChurchRedding.org

PERSPECTIVES

“Every man should be born again on the first day of January. Start with a fresh page.
Take up one hole more in the buckle if necessary, or let down one, according to
circumstances; but on the first of January let every man gird himself once more, with
his face to the front, and take no interest in the things that were and are past.”

Henry Ward Beecher

n Thi skdivbont hos

Photo Directory/ College SuNday/WhiIte GiftS ..........ccooiiiiiiiiii e 3
Save the Date! Sunday EVENiNg, MArcCh 18 .........c.cco oottt sttt b et st sbeene e sresneenne e 4
INOTES FTOM INTKKI ...ttt R R e et e st et b e R n e n e n e e e e eneere s 5
SUNAay SCNOOI NEEUS ANU INBWS.......c.eeierieiiciieii ettt bbbt bbb bbb et e e e bbbt b et nn e e be e 6
Y OULN GIOUPS. ..ttt bbb bt h bbbk b et e bt e RS bt H b bbb e e et e b e bttt b et e b e e e ebeens 7
Memorial Garden/Book GroUp/CPR SALUITAY ...........oiiieeieiieieie ettt ettt sttt en e snesneeseeseeeeeneas 8
ANNUAL MEELING INOTICE ...ttt sttt ettt e te et e s tesaeemeeeaeemeeste et e e neeseeeneeneeareentesneeneeneas 8
SUNCAY FIOWETS/IMITESTONES .......vetitiiteteeeee ettt bbbt bt bbb bbb e e bt bt bbb et b e e e s ens 9
G T o B T - T o = ST 10

N =T [UE= VYA O 1= T - ST


mailto:Main@FirstChurchRedding.org
http://www.firstchurchredding.org/

THE CHURCH AT THE CENTER...OF OQUR FELLOWSHIP

January 2012 Page 3

New
Photo
irectory

There is still time to be included in our new pictorial directory! We have contracted with LifeTouch, a well-
known company that produces color directories for churches and schools. The dates when the photographers
will be taking the photos here at church in fellowship hall are as follows:

Thursday, January 5 2:30 PM —8:40 PM
Friday, January 6 2:30 PM —8:40 PM
Saturday, January 7 10:00 AM —4:40 PM

To make an appointment for your photo, please go to the church website at www.FirstChurchRedding.org,

click “Upcoming Events” and cl i ckhandsideThénpdifollovo Appoi
the instructions. Or, if you prefer, you may sign up in fellowship hall on Sundays after Worship. If you

know that you will be out of town on the January dates, we can give you information about locations where

LifeTouch will be photographing for other organizations. They will make it possible for you to make an

appointment to have your photo sitting at another location.

When you arrive for your appointment, you will have an opportunity to review your address, email and
phone contact data so we can be sure the information is the most current for you.

The directories will be provided to us at no cost. If you choose to purchase photos, you will be able to place
orders with LifeTouch. If you bring a donation of food for the Redding Food Pantry when you come for
your photo sitting, LifeTouch will give you a $5.00 discount on your photo order.

COLLEGE SUNDAY

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS & PARENTS OF COLLEGE STUDENTS _: Recruiting for
College Sunday, Sunday January 8. We are seeking college students to participate in our annual tradition of
College Sunday, which will be celebrated on Sunday, January 8. Our college-age members lead worship on that
day. We need volunteers: to preach, to lead prayers, to receive the offering, or to usher and greet people. This
service is treasured by our congregation and by those who participate. We ask that parents of college students
please invite their college children to contact Dean at Dean@FirstChurchRedding.org if they would like to
participate.

EPIPHANY SUNDAY

We will observe Epiphany Sunday on January 8, 2012 with a White Gift Service. This is a time to remember
gifts the Magi brought the Christ Child by bringing our own gifts. We invite each child and family to bring
non-perishable food items, from the selected list below, wrapped in white papeilhese will be brought to the
front of the church during the worship service. Items collected will be donated to the Redding Food Pantry.
After the holidays, and as winter settles in, food requirements do become critical. Thank you.

Suggestions: soup, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, spaghetti sauce (no pasta currently needed), coffee, tea, and
hot chocolate. Currently, there is no need for canned vegetables. We ask that you give generously to help
others who are in need and thank you for your support.


http://www.firstchurchredding.org/
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Save the date
Sunday, March 18
A n entertaining evening of song, story, and gospel.

THE GOSPEL of MARK
ALIVE!

Spoken and sung from memory by
Rev. Bert Marshall

The whole gospel, beginning to end, asntight have been told
in the early years of the Jesus Movement

Rev. Bert Marshall is a graduate of Yale Divinity School. He served a UCC parish in Lee, MA, and is now New England
Regional Director for Church World Service. He is also an accomplished sger/songwriter and a former professional
rock 6n roll musician who, in 1997, was inducted

Look for details in the February Steeple.
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A

me, let us
adore him!

When they (theNise Men) saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
andthey knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, fraokimse, and myrrh.
Matthew 2:1011 NRsV

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Matthew 6:2INRsV

Our children have been learning about the great gift of Christmas, the love that God has for each of us. The
priceless gift of the Christ Child is revealed by the acts of the shepherds in their enthusiasm and by the wisdom of
those who came from foreign lands bearing gifts for the child born in Bethlehem. It is from these Magi that they
have learned to bring gifts of our own to the Christ Child.

The White Gift Offering, on January 8, will give our children the worship experience to bring forth, with the
entire congregation, a gift to share with others. Wrapping these gifts of food in white symbolizes that all gifts are
equali n God"s sight.

The children have created “one of a kind” snowfl ak
believes has been given to them. They decorate the windows in fellowship hall as a symbol of how the gifts we
bring individuallyt o t he church create a beauti ful bl essing t

love both here and wherever we go.

The Wreath of Gifts is once again in the lobby. Please join the children by adding your gift and help us create a
wreath of great treasures.

May we all enter the season of Epiphany with open hands and hearts, bringing our own unique treasures to the
stable in Bethlehem that lives within us every day, as shared so beautifully in the final stanza of this beloved
hymn:

In The Bleak Midwinter

What can | give him, poor as | am?
If I were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;
if | were a Wise Man, | would do my patrt;
yet what | can | give him: give my heart

WORDS: Christina G. Rossetti, 1872, alt
MUSIC: Gustav T. Holst, The EnglistHymnal, 1906
Hymns of Truth and Light (#154)

In Christ®"s Peace and Hope,

Nikki
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THANKS TO OUR TERRIFIC TEACHERS : The Christian Education Committee would like to thank those who
helped create and lead our children in the study and joy of their faith during Semester Two of our Sunday school,
which ended on Dec. 18". We invite you to take a moment and thank them for their gifts of time, love, and talent:

Sunday School Staff for Semester 2: November 6- December 18:

Nursery: Scheduler: Suzanne Nolan and Angela Matsuoka. VVolunteers: Janet Bono,
Margaret Brown, Maya Furrer, Marlene Kopec, Jackie Lucido, and Angela Matsuoka.

Pre-K: Teachers: Connie Jones and Maxine Petruccelli.

Kindergarten: Teachers: Melinda Irwin and Rebecca Santangeli
Teacher Assistant: Deborah Majmudar.

1% & 2" Grades: Teachers: Jennifer Price and Youth Assistant: Maddie Price
3" & 4™ Grades: Teacher: Tom Kelly Teacher Assistant: Deborah Majmudar.

5™ & 6™ Grades: Teachers: Deb Frank, Allison and Bart Henderson, Tom McNulty.
Youth Assistant: Walter Frank

7th & 8™ Grades: Teachers: Jennifer Ahlberg.

Special Music Angel: Tom Flagg visited our Sunday school to share Christmas carols accompanied by his

harmonica. The children had a wonderful time when they joined him by playing kazoos!

Special Cookie Angel: Zena Buttress “decorated” hbengiftolhbmemadet mas F
Christmas cookies that children of all ages enjoyed!

THE NURSERY NEEDS YOUR HELP : The Nursery (for infants through 3 year olds) needs
volunteers in January and February. The Nursery is often the first welcome that a new family
receives upon arrival at FCCC. It is a room that is full of joy and laughter! It provides a safe and
caring environment for our little ones so parents can worship. We staff it with weekly volunteers
that include adults of all ages. We encourage the parents of Nursery children to volunteer in
support of one another, get better acquainted with other families, and make new friends for their
children. We need to have two adult volunteers every week with our children. There is a sign-up
sheet on a clip board in the fellowship hall or contact

Nikki Foster; Nikki@FirstChurchRedding.org. Thank you for your help!

SPOTLIGHT ON STEWARDSHIP_ . As we enter the new year, we encourage families to
continue the discussion about what giving to the church means to you as parents and decide,
as a family, what financial offering your child will bring. Please help your child/children
create a pattern of giving by using the Stewardship envelope they were given earlier in the

‘ year. If your child needs an envelope, please ask their teacher or see Nikki Foster and we will
provide one for them. Giving is a way of thanking God for all our blessings — the Christian
Education committee thanks you for your support in creating this sacred routine for our
children each and every Sunday.

REDDING FOOD PANTRY We will be having our White Gift service in January. For the rest

of the month, any food listed for White Gifts (please see page 3) will be welcome. In the spirit

of our ongoing Outreach, we®“/Il I continue to c
collection box is in the lobby of the Sunday school building. Deliveries are made to the pantry

as needed. The donations are distributed to Redding families in need. Thank you for your

continued support of this mission project of the Sunday school.



mailto:Nikki@FirstChurchRedding.org

THE CHURCH AT THE CENTER...OF OUR YOUTH

January 2012 Page 7

Middle School Youth Group Happenings!

Jan 6th - Monthly Meeting - Fellowship Hall -7-9 pm
January 21st - Outingto Yale Bulldog Ice Hockey Game
February 10th - MSYG Meeting - 7-9 pm Fellowship Hall

High School Youth Group
January Calendar

January 1 No Youth Group

January 8 College Sunday at the 10am service.
Regular gathering 5 -7pm

January 15 Regular Gathering 5 -7pm

RSVP by January 8 to jack@firstchurchredding.org

January 29  Regular Gathering

February 11 afternoon matinee to see
More details to come.

THE LEGENDARY ROCK MUSICAL
FROM THE COMPOSER OF
“WICKED™ AND “PIPPIN”
RETURNS TO BROADWAY.
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MEDITATION AND MEMORIAL GARDEN: Many plants are available for you to purchase and dedicate to a
loved one. There are also stepping stones available for engraving. These are wonderful ways to make a lasting
tribute. And, of course, we always welcome inquiries about interment and scattering of ashes. Full information is on
the church website at http://www.firstchurchredding.org/memgardn.html.

Also, look for our display in fellowship hall or speak to any committee member: George Atkinson,

Terry Flagg, Mary Lucci, Sandy Rice, Luann Stoner

g{

OPEN BOOK GROUP: On January 18 we will meet to discuss Unbrokenby Laura Hillenbrand, the author
of Seabiscuit This is the story of two airmen shot down over the Pacific in WWII who survive seven
@ weeks on a fragile life raft, only to make landfall in Japanese held territory. Reality TV has nothing on this
b odyssey of survival, and you won't be able to put this book down. In fact it is so popular that the library is
opg having trouble rounding up enough copies for all of us. So, if you can get it from a friend or purchase it,
please do. Hope to see you at 7:30 PM in fellowship hall. As always, you can contact Susan Emerson at

CLUB susancemerson@yahoo.com with any questions.

CPR SATURDAY: The Georgetown Volunteer Fire Company is offering CPR training on Saturday,
January 28, from 8:00 AM —12:00 PM. The course is free, but advance registration is required. Please leave a
message (your name and phone number) at 203-544-8800 or email info@gtownfire.org.

Annual CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING : The Annual Meeting of our church membership will
Meeting be held Sunday, January 29 at approximately 11:00 AM, immediately following the
ﬂé ; <~3 b (@ worship service. All members of the church should attend this meeting to participate in
] 77;?’ ?}# i important decisions concerning our church programs. To accommodate families with
J % \.

preparation for this meeting, the 2011 Annual Report will be available in the narthex on

&i%*\ small children, childcare will be provided in the nursery during the meeting. In
" 4
\ .
Sunday, January 22 for your review.

OUTREACH : THANK YOU SUSAN KOMINSKI ! As we plan our next mission trip our thanks, once
again, go to Susan Kominski. We wish to recognize her for the outstanding work that she did coordinating our
church fundraising auctions. She volunteered to spearhead the past two auctions which directly benefit the church's
outreach mission trips. This is no small feat, especially while working full time, being a single parent and raising
three active teenagers. As Chairperson she recruited other volunteers, secured donations, over saw the financial
aspects of the function, arranged the printing of the Auction Booklet and was there from set-up to clean-up. Susan's
capable skills, time and dedication are truly appreciated and we applaud and THANK her for the fine job she has
done running our church auctions.


http://www.firstchurchredding.org/memgardn.html
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For each

The

Women"s Guild wel

order

bulletins. PLEASE PRINT a |

accompany

Cost ($45.00)
Date

t he

Page 9

comes the contribution
celebrate an occasion or to remember a loved one. The arrangements are $45.00 apiece, which
does not include the basket or the urn. The flower calendar is being planned for the next several
months. If you would like to give flowers, please email Lois Shupp, Flower Committee Chair,

at leshupp@optonline.net. Please indicate any preference regarding flower color and Wyze.
can accommodate three baskets or two urns.

FLOWER ORDER/REGISTRATION FORM

pl ease indicat

nf ormati on!

e to whom it is “in
Make <checks payabl e

order . Pl ace this form and payment
mail them to the church office at P.O. Box 1055, Redding Center, CT 06895.

In Memory Of/Dedicated To/In Honor Of

Ordered by:

Total Cost:

Telephone Number:

Paid by: Cash /Check

Milestones
New Members
December 11

Andy & Michele Ames
Daniel McCarthy
Jack Davidson
Suzanne England
Wendy Halpern
Bill and Linda Hopp
Jerald and Jennifer Novak
Mike and Rebecca Santangeli
John Wisnieff

m
t
n
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NOSUJ
FLEECE
SCARF

Fravesr | Acaring disciple

in need, so make this scarf to help
someane stay warm.

In Acts 9, Peter tells of a woman who lived in Joppa.

What you need: She performed good works and helped the poor. Solve the
* Medium-weight polar puzzle below to reveal this disciple’s two names.
fleece, 60" standard width Instructions: Cross out the letters that spall each abject and writs the remaining letter
{a 9" portion will make on the blank.
one scarf)
* Scissors adcltne ————----
* An adult to help
rohmtae----
What you do: '
1. Cut a piece of medium- —srgbape
weight polar fleece to the rbieda----------
size of 60" x 9". Cut the
fabric across its width so ——pehtshred
the marerial is stretchy. _ rdhaenlca
2. Trim off the edge binding. fadQQ--mmmmmmmm

To add “fringe” along each
end, make a 6"-long cut

every half inch.

3. For curly fringe, pull each pdeesh—-————-—--
strand and then let go . dehilnero
sharply. Another attractive — )
option is to tie an over- d rove----------ﬁ%
hand knot at the top of acehtr - —_

each strip. - ""':::::::'_Q?

4. Donate your scarfto a sarcos-—-—--—---—---- .O- !
local group chat helps NUSOatinm- - y o

people in need. For greater

impact, encourage your

Sunday school classmates
or other friends te make SE2O(] "BYHEL SIoMsUY
scarves, too.




JANUARY 2012

Week Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
First Sunday 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
After
Christmas 10:00 AM Worship & 6:30 PM Den 10 Photography
Holy Communion 7:30 PM Confirmation ~ [2:30 —8:50 PM Photography Photography
6:30 PM Den 8 7:30 PM CE . ) 2:30 —8:50 PM 10:00 —4:50 PM
:30 PM Outreac 7:30 PM Choir
MSYG 7:00 —9:00 PM
First Sunday 3 9 10 11 12 13 14
After
Epiphany 10:00 AM Worship 10:30 AM Yoga 10:00 AM Yoga
College and White Gifts |7-30 pM Business & 7:30 PM Confirmation  [7:00 —9:00 PM Girl Dorothy Day Food Prep
Sunday Finance Scout Leaders [Troupe du Jour TBA
5:00 —7:00 PM Senior  [7:30 PM Career .
High Group Networking 7:30 PM Choir
Second Sunday 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
After
Epiphany 10:00 Am Worship 10:30 AM Yoga ) 6:30 PM Den 10 10:00 Am Yoga 11:30 —6:00 PM Red MSYG Yale Hockey
6:30 PM Den 8 7:30 PM Council 7:30 PM Confirmation _ Cross Blood Drive
5:00 — 7:00 PM Senior 7.3 pv1 Career 7:30PMOpen Book | chotr SHG SKi Tri SHG Ski Tri
; : : i Tri i Tri
High Group Networking P P
Third Sunday 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
After
Epiphany 10:00 AM Worship 10:30 AM Yoga No Confirmation 10:00 AM Yoga 4:00 —9:30 PM Girl
Scout Activity
SHG Ski Trip 7:30 PM Career 7:30 PM Deacons 7:30 PM Choir
Networking
Fourth Sunday 29 30 31 - | YF)J ‘,o . %'Y@/‘ ) - 8 YF)J 4.°
After 10:00 AM Worship #
Epiphany Annual Meeting After 10:30 AM Yoga /( /(
5:00 —7:00 PM Senior  |7:30 PM Career
High Group Networking

Email Deadline: Tuesday
Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday
Steeple Deadline: 15" of Month

The First Church of Christ, Congregational
25 Cross Highway 1 P.O. Box 1055

Redding Center, CT 06875




