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MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER  

 
ñAs you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.ò 

           John 17:18 

 

 In his book, A Pew-Sitterôs Search for God, Houston Burnside offers ten basic 

guidelines, ten affirmations he strives to live by and that he thinks reflect the major teachings of 

Jesus.  For example: demonstrate love for self and others; show human compassion; recognize 

the divine spark within each of us; develop an inclusive attitude and make the circle of grace 

bigger; become aware of and carry out, social responsibilities; build bridges of understanding 

between people from different faith traditions; maintain a sense of awe or wonder, for life. 

 

 As the gospel of John proclaims, Jesus sends us into the world.  You and me.  He sends us into the worlds 

we inhabitéinto our places of work and leisure.  Into our living rooms and board rooms.  Onto our basketball 

courts and soccer fields.  To our scout meetings and classrooms, our exercise groups and book clubs.  Jesus sends 

uséas ambassadors of joy.  As voices of compassion.  As people who proclaim the essential unity of humankind.  

As disciples whose sermons ï and every one of us has a sermon ï whose sermons are preached with our lives.  

Every single day. 

 

 In the fall of 2010, a wedding scheduled to be celebrated in Brooklyn was called off.  The would-be bride, a 

professor of sociology at Queens College named Robin Rogers, was heartbroken.  She and her betrothed, both of 

whom had been previously married and had children, had been planning the wedding for more than a year, and, in 

addition to the emotional turmoil, theyôd plunked down roughly $9,000 in non-refundable deposits for a dress, 

invitations and a reception.  ñWe really thought it was going to work,ò she said.  But as the logistics of blending two 

families, one in Boston and one in New York, became increasingly daunting, the relationship frayed and the couple 

began having serious doubts.  Those doubts led them, eventually, to call the whole thing off. 

 

 Af ter a couple of months of trying to make peace with what happened, and trying to figure out what to do, 

Robin Rogers had an idea.   She decided this was a perfect opportunity to turn her life -- and her own personal 

tragedy -- around.  So she called the minister of the church she attends, Brooklynôs Greenpoint Reformed Church, 

and suggested turning the wedding reception into a fund-raiser for the churchôs soup kitchen.  Each week, the 

Greenpoint church opens its doors and feeds hundreds of hungry neighborhood people at no charge.  Naturally, the 

minister was thrilled. 

 

 The restaurant deposit for what would have been a reception largely covered the menu for the dinner ï short 

ribs, crab cakes and Scottish salmon.  The 250 already-paid-for invitations were re-designed as tickets, $100 per 

person, and sent to community leaders.  Acceptances began to roll in.   The neighborhood rallied to the cause.  And 

on December 5, rather than a wedding, Robin Rogers celebrated a dinner that raised $10,000 in support of her 

churchôs soup kitchen.  ñI was sad when my relationship didnôt work out,ò she said, ñbut when I think about what 

matters, and how I want to live my life, I know this is where I should be, and thereôs gratitude in that.ò 

 

 Thereôs also, I might add, a sermon in that.  Thereôs a victory of love, even in the midst of pain and loss.  

And thereôs testimony to an ñinclusive attitudeò that makes ñthe circle of grace bigger.ò  So may we, with words 

and in ways that our uniquely our own, allow the sermon within us to find expression.  For, in part, Jesus sends us 

into the world to expand the circle of grace.  

      Warm regards, 
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DAILY LENTEN DEVOTIONS :  On February 12, there will be a daily Lenten    

devotional booklet entitled ñChrist Our Hopeò in the narthex of the meetinghouse and in 

the lobby of the educational building. This booklet of daily devotions for Lent includes 

reflections by the late Henri J.M. Nouwen, one of the most widely read spiritual writers 

of our time. His deeply moving spiritual insights and prayerful conversations with God 

are particularly timely during this holy season of Lent when we contemplate the Christ 

who is our hope through his suffering, death and resurrection. Each meditation begins 

with a relevant quote from Scripture and ends with a brief prayer. 

 

The UCC will also e-mail short Daily Devotionals right to your inbox.  Sign up 

here: http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/ 

Or check out their Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/#!/stillspeakingdevotional 

  
 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 
 

Please join us for our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on February 21 at 6:00 PM 

in fellowship hall. Shrove Tuesday is a day of celebration as well as penitence, because it 

is the last day before Lent. 

DID YOU KNOW? Shrove Tuesday is also called Fat Tuesday (in French, 

Mardi=Tuesday; gras=fat), because on that day a thrifty housewife uses up the fats that she has kept around 

(the can of bacon drippings, or whatever) for cooking, but that she will not be using during Lent. Since 

pancakes are a standard way of using up fat, the day is also called Pancake Tuesday. In England, and perhaps 

elsewhere, the day is celebrated with pancake races. The contestants run a course while holding a griddle and 

flipping a pancake. Points are awarded for time, for number and height of flips, and number of times the 

pancake turns over. There are, of course, penalties for dropping the pancake! (source: rowan.edu). We don't 

plan on having any pancake races on the 21
st
 , but we will have a great time eating, sharing and praying 

together. Join us! There will be a small collection at the door to cover the costs of batter. Sign up in 

fellowship hall, call the church office (203-938-2004) or just show up hungry and ready to eat that night. 

 

 

 

 

February 22, 7:30 PM 
Service designed by Jack Davidson. 

Worship Leaders: Dean Ahlberg and Jack Davidson 
Moving Music.  Calming Communion.  Adventurous Ashes. 

Come experience an ancient tradition in a new way. 
 

 

PREACHING TOGETHER :  Open Bible Discussion Group.  The Preaching Together Bible Study 

Discussion Group will continue to be offered weekly through the winter and spring.  Each week, we read and 

discuss the scripture reading for that Sundayôs worship service.  This group is open to any and all participants.  

Come once. Come weekly.  Come every now and then.  Come see the Bible with a different set of eyes.   

Every Sunday 9:00 ï 9:45 AM  in fellowship hall. 

  

http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/stillspeakingdevotional
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Sunday, March 18 
A n entertaining evening of song, story, and gospel. 

 

THE GOSPEL  of MARK  

ALIVE!  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Spoken and sung from memory by 

Rev. Bert Marshall 
 

The whole gospel, beginning to end, as it might have been told 

in the early years of the Jesus Movement 
 

Rev. Bert Marshall is a graduate of Yale Divinity School.  He served a UCC parish in Lee, MA, and is now New England 

Regional Director for Church World Service.  He is also an accomplished singer/songwriter and a former professional  

rock ôn roll musician who, in 1997, was inducted with his band into the Nebraska Rock ôn Roll Hall of Fame. 

 

The performance will be in the meetinghouse at 4:00 PM ,  

followed by a buffet dinner reception in fellowship hall. 

Please RSVP to Main@FirstChurchRedding.org 

Sponsored by the Christian Education Committee  

There is no charge for this event. 
 

  

mailto:Main@FirstChurchRedding.org
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Notes from Nikki 
 

We love because he (God) first loved us. 

1 John 4:19 

 

As Epiphany draws to a close, the Sunday school begins to prepare for the coming of Lent on February 22
nd

. The 

children are reminded of the great gift of love that Christ brings to them, the church and the world beyond our 

walls. This passage is the scripture for Semester 3 and has inspired a new project. The children are creating 

special "Gift of Love" Valentines they will sign and place in the basket in the lobby. You are invited to select a 

"Gift of Love" from the basket and remember that child in prayer (a most priceless gift) as you are comfortable. 

This provides our children with the opportunity to share their love with others and to know they will receive the 

love of another person in our church community.  

 

 
 

SECRET PRAYER VALENTINE PROJECT 

(ñPlease ï try this at homeé.ò) 
 

 

Early in the first week of February begin this project. You should set aside about 45-60 minutes for this thoughtful 

and fun project. 
 

Material you will need: 

    * Paper for making Valentines: red, white, print, plain white to color or decorate, paper lace hearts, etc. 

     * Decorating supplies: glue, ribbon or string, glitter, sequins, stickers, construction paper, magazine pictures, etc 

    * Crayons, marking pens, colored pencils 

    * Scissors, a hole punch,  

    * Small labels or pieces of paper for writing names oné 

 

1. Each family member writes their name on the small piece of paper/label ïthen place them in a covered bowl or 

box. 

 

2. Each family member cuts a 4ò square from paper they have selected or decorated. (Use a cardboard template to 

make this an easier task, or fold the square in half and cut İ a heart and open it up to a full oneé) 

 

3. Decorate that Valentine any way that you like!  

 

4. Cut a ribbon/or string about 8 inches long.  Punch a hole in each side of the Valentine. Thread the string/ribbon 

through the holes ï so it can be hung. Now your Valentine is complete! 
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Secret Valentine Project (contôd) 

 
HEREôS THE SECRET PART: 
 

1. Put all the Valentines together --- and select one you didnôt make ï keep it hidden so no one can see the one 

you picked.  

2. After all Valentines are secretly hidden away: 

* Pick a name (not your own) from the box or bowl ï Keep it a secret ïdonôt show it to anyone (unless little 

ones need help) 

* This is the name of your Secret Prayer Valentine. You will pray for them every day!  

* Hang your Valentine (that youôve selected) on their bedroom door when they arenôt able to see you! 
 

THE SECRETôS OUT! 

ON VALENTINEôS DAY, FEBRUARY 14 (or when itôs a good time for all) 
 

Plan a special time when everyone can be togetheréa fun pizza night, a special dessert time, or an afternoon of 

quiet at homeé. Gather all the Valentines, each person holding the one they were given: 

*Share, if you remember which one each person made. 

*Then tell who the Secret Valentine was for each person! 

*You will be quite surprised to find out who was praying for you and they will be surprised to find out YOU were 

praying for THEM! 
 

For the remainder of February, display your collection of Valentines in a special place, or hang them back 

on the doorknobs as a reminder of the love you have for each other.  Itôs that love that fills your home with 

prayer. This will also remind everyone that prayer is a gift we give, in love, to each other! 
 

General note:  Prayer is our way of communicating with God and that is one reason why Paul encourages us to 

rejoice always ï because God is ever present. That knowledge of the presence of God is why whenever or wherever 

we think of another, or do a kind deed, or offer prayeréwe are indeed praying without ceasing. 

 

Some Prayer Hints ï itôs simple: 

When you pass by their room with the Valentine displayed- just think of their name ï thatôs a prayer 

Pray for that person to have a blessed day. 

Pray for that person knows they are loved by God and others. 

Pray for that person at work or school. 

 

For Little Ones -- Pray for person to ñhave a good day.ò  Thank God for them (parent, grandparent, a sibling) and 

their love.  For person to be safe during the time aparté simple. 

 

I hope you will find your home filled with loving prayer. The Valentines are the outward sign of a gift unseen with the eye, but 

felt in your hearts. 
 

SPECIAL NOTE TO THOSE WHO LIVE ALONE --- YOU CAN HAVE A VALENTINE, TOO!  
 

Families come in all sizes and combinations. Make a Valentine for yourself, for Jesus tells us in Matthew 22:8: 

ñYou shall love your neighbor as yourself.ò  You may also make one to give away to a dormitory room mate, or 

mail to a friend as a sign of the prayers you will be offering for themé.make one and share one! 
 

The secret about Valentineôs Day is simple: 

God is Love 
(I John 4:8b) 

 
In Christôs Love and Hope,  
Nikki  
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COVENANT SUNDAY SCHOOL :  
 

NURSERY UPDATE : We need to have two adults every week with our children. There is a clip board sign-up 

sheet in fellowship hall.  If you would like to help, please contact our February Nursery coordinator, Cathy 

Cutler at cutler99@optonline.net or our March coordinator, Kristen Tartaglia at 

kritartaglia@optonline.net or Nikki Foster at Nikki@FirstChurchRedding.org 203- 938-2004. Thank you 

for your help! 
 

TEACHERS NEEDED : As a congregation we provide care and teaching for Nursery -8
th
 Grades. We seek to 

maximize continuity for our children and manage any one teacherôs commitment over the course of the year.  

We invite you to join us by making a commitment to TEACH EIGHT (8) SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES during 

the final months of our program year, in as consecutive a manner as is possible. High School young people are 

welcome as Youth Assistants! The list below shows where we need help.  If you would like to share an eight 

week schedule with a spouse or friend, thatôs wonderful! Nikki Foster is available to review and support the 

teaching staff with scheduling, curriculum, and any other questions. It would be terrific to finalize the teaching 

schedule for the rest of the year! 

 

SIGN UP using the form below, on the sheet in fellowship hall or contact Nikki Foster  

Nikki@FirstChurchRedding.org  Thank you for your continued support of our Childrenôs Ministries.  
 

Teacher Needs for Semester 4: February 26-April 15 

Pre- Kindergarten: Teacher and Teacher Assistant/or Youth Assistant  

Kindergarten: Teacher and Teacher Assistant/or Youth Assistant  

First & Second Grades: Teacher and Teacher Assistant/or Youth Assistant needed 
 

Teacher Needs for Semester 5 (April 22-June 3) 

Pre Kindergarten: Teacher and Teacher Assistant 

Kindergarten:  Teacher Assistant 

First and Second Grades:  Teacher Assistant 

Third and Fourth Grades: Teacher and Teacher Assistant 

Fifth and Sixth Grades: Teacher Assistant 
 

 

Please use this form to sign up and return it to the church office 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

I will be a Teacher in Grade ____ for Semester____ . 

 

I will be a Teacher Assistant Grade ____ for Semester____ . 

 

Name & Phone ________________________________________________  

 

Email_________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our Childrenôs Program!  

  

javascript:G2('msg_new&get_attach_id=true&encode_text=h_from&h_from=cutler99!40optonline.net')
mailto:kritartaglia@optonline.net
mailto:Nikki@FirstChurchRedding.org
mailto:Nikki@FirstChurchRedding.org
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THE NURSERY NEEDS YOUR HELP : The Nursery (for infants through 3 year olds) needs volunteers in 

February. The Nursery is often the first welcome that a new family receives upon arrival at FCCC. It is a room that 

is full of joy and laughter! It provides a safe and caring environment for our little ones so parents can worship. We 

staff it with weekly volunteers that include adults of all ages. We encourage the parents of Nursery children to 

volunteer in support of one another, get better acquainted with other families, and make new friends for their 

children. We need to have two adult volunteers every week with our children. There is a sign-up sheet on a clip 

board in fellowship hall, or contact the February coordinator, Cathy Cutler at cutler99@optonline.net or 

Nikki Foster at Nikki@FirstChurchRedding.org . Kristen Tartaglia is the nursery coordinator for March.  If you 

would like to volunteer for March, please contact her at kritartaglia@gmail.com Thank you for your help! 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON STEWARDSHIP :  We encourage families to continue the discussion about 

what giving to the church means to you as parents and decide, as a family, what financial 

offering your child will bring. Please help your child/children create a pattern of giving by 

using the Stewardship envelope they were given earlier in the year. If your child needs an 

envelope, please ask their teacher or see Nikki Foster and we will provide one for them. 

Giving is a way of thanking God for all our blessings ï the Christian Education committee 

thanks you for your support in creating this sacred routine for our children each and every 

Sunday. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REDDING FOOD PANTRY  In February, the Redding Food Pantry is requesting spaghetti sauce.  Pasta is not 

needed at present.  There is a collection basket in the lobby of the Sunday school building. 
 

 

 

mailto:cutler99@optonline.net
mailto:Nikki@FirstChurchRedding.org
mailto:kritartaglia@gmail.com
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High School Youth Group  

 

 

February 5  Regular Gathering 5 -7pm 

Pre-Super Bowl Party  

 

SATURDAY February 11  Trip to see  

òGODSPELLó on BROADWAY!!!!!!!!!! 

First come, first serve.  Limited to 15. $80.  

For more info or to RSVP e -mail jack@firstchurch redding.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 12 and 19  No Youth Group  

Have fun on February Break!  

 

February 26  Regular Gathering 5 -7pm 

 
 

  

mailto:jack@firstchurchredding.org
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Don't get bummed out by the winter fog.  

START THINKING ABOUT THE SUMMER NOW!  
 

Here's what I'll be doing...... 

 
 

òO that I had wings like a dove! 

I would fly away and be at rest;  

truly, I would flee far away;  

I would lodge in the wilderness.ó 

-Psalm 55:6-7 

 

Check out the amazing offering from 2 of our 

denomination's amazing summer camps! 

 

 

 
I am who I am because of summer camp. 

I believe how I believe because of summer camp.  

I know I am a beloved child of God because of summer camp.  

 

Plus, summer camp is just ridiculously awesome amounts of fun.  

 

Silver Lake Conference Center            Pilgrim Lodge Con ference Center  
Right nearby in Sharon, CT         Tucked away in the woods of Maine  

www.silverlake.ctucc.org               www.pilgrimlodge.org  

 
Both sites offer exciting week -long programs all summer long,  

complete with great people and breath -taking sunsets.  

 

 

Check out this YouTube video created by Silver Lake:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0ShZK692tY  

 

I  will be running a week for 7/8 th  graders at Silver Lake in June  

And an Intro to Camping experience at Pilgrim Lodge for High Schoolers in August.  

 

SIGN UP FOR A WEEK OF CAMP ASAP!!!!!!! 

SPOTS ARE EXTREMELY POPULAR,  

AND FILL UP FAST!!!!!!  

 

I hope to see you all there!  

-  Jack Davidson, Associate Minister  
  

http://www.silverlake.ctucc.org/
http://www.pilgrimlodge.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0ShZK692tY
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OUTREACH  

 
The Outreach Committee has linked up with renewal house in Danbury, where the goal for the six to eight 

residents is to ñrebuild older lives by restoring independence, one life at a time.ò  When the residents are able to go 

back to living an independent life, it is an encouraging gesture to give them a basket of items to help them settle 

into an apartment or house of their own. Carolyn Marston, the program manager, refers to this as a kind of 

ñgraduation gift.ò We suggested she give us a list of items for the baskets to which our congregation might 

contribute.  If church members would like to add an item on the following list, it would be a wonderful project.  

There are baskets in the hallway between fellowship hall and the church office. If we get enough items we are 

hoping we might be able to create the baskets ourselves and bring them to the center. If you have questions, please 

contact Hilda Rhodes at stanrhodes@sbcglobal.net.  

 

Thank you for your help. Here are the items suggested:  

 

      Bath towels, hand towels, washcloths  

      Blankets 

      Personal hygiene items such as soap and shampoo 

      Toothbrush, toothpaste, toothbrush cup 

      Kitchen towels, dishcloths, and sponges 

      Coffee mug 

      Grocery store gift card 

      Department store gift card 

   

 
 

MENõS BREAKFAST:  All men in the congregation are invited to share breakfast together on Sunday,  

February 12 at 8:30 AM.  We will discuss upcoming events in 2012, including a golf outing and an hors dôoeuvre party.  

Please RSVP to Ken Shupp at kenshupp@optonline.net. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OPEN BOOK CLUB :  Our February selection is the international best selling historical fiction novel The Year of 

Wonders by Geraldine Brooks.  The novel is based on the history of the small Derbyshire village of Eyam that, when 

beset by the plague in 1666, quarantines itself in order to prevent further spread of the disease.  We will meet in 

fellowship hall at 7:30 PM on February 15.  If you have questions, please contact Susan Emerson at 

susancemerson@yahoo.com.  

 

  

mailto:stanrhodes@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kenshupp@optonline.net
mailto:susancemerson@yahoo.com



